
 March 6, 2017

Dear General Assembly Leadership:

The member towns of the Northwest Hills Council of Governments (NHCOG) and the 
Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments (NECCOG), which represent 37 towns in 
our state, are writing to you to put forth our perspective as the two rural regions in 
Connecticut regarding the State Budget proposal put forth by Governor Malloy.  Recently, 
we held a joint meeting to discuss common issues - the State Budget dominated that 
discussion.

While we fully expected to see reductions this year, we did not anticipate the significant 
changes to funding that were presented - especially those related to education.  The net 
result of the Governor’s budget proposal, if enacted, will result in significant property tax 
increases for our towns.  Our towns are predominantly small - with little grand list 
diversification.  Any reductions for funding such as those proposed, will increase residential 
property taxes.  These increases will be significant and at a time when even small increases 
are routinely rejected by our residents.  The premise used by the administration that any 
town with a mill rate under 30 is in sound fiscal shape and therefore one that can afford 
reductions in State assistance is flawed and shows a basic misunderstanding of how small 
towns work.  Our rural towns, which more often than not do not have a wide range of town 
supported services (police, garbage, paid fire department and others), are run on tight 
conservative budgets.  

The Honorable Martin M. Looney, 
Senate President Pro Tempore

The Honorable Leonard Fasano, 
Senate Republican President Pro 
Tempore

The Honorable Bob Duff, 
Senate Majority Leader

The Honorable Kevin Witkos, 
Deputy Senate Republican 
President Pro Tempore

The Honorable Joe Aresimowicz, 
Speaker of the House of 
Representatives

The Honorable Themis Klarides, 
House Minority Leader

The Honorable Matthew D. Ritter, 
House Majority Leader

The Honorable Vincent Candelora, 
Deputy House Minority Leader



For most of us, in terms of real dollars, we are spending less today on the general 
government side of the budget than we did five years ago.

In particular, we want to stress the severe trauma that the Governor’s budget inflicts on our 
small school districts.  We have prided ourselves on good schools and we have budgeted 
with fiscal prudence to assure that the children in our communities get the highest quality 
education--which they are receiving.  The proposed budget dissembles our efforts to 
educate our children by diverting aid to schools who, for whatever reason, have not been 
doing so.  The proposed budget cuts at the tapestry of the quality  education which we in 
rural, small towns provide and upon which we pride ourselves and which are essential 
threads in the fabric of our communities.

We are also concerned that the way this budget has been rolled out that it places rural 
towns versus urban towns.  This “winners and losers” scenario does the State a disservice 
and will not lead us to a better Connecticut.  In our view, there must be collective actions 
that allow us all to move forward.  The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities has put 
forth and many of us participated in its creation a new report “This Report is 
Different” (http://www.ccm-ct.org/sites/default/files/files//ThisReportIsDifferent012317.pdf) to 
help address our current fiscal state.  Our two regions are also significant innovators and 
practitioners of regionalism.  What we need to address our State’s fiscal challenges is 
innovation and imagination - not pitting one town against another for limited resources. 

We are fully prepared to work with each of you to find the solutions to place Connecticut on 
the right course.  The proposal put forth by our Governor - however well intended - does not 
work.  

Thank you for your consideration of our views.

Mark Lyon      Rick Ives
Chair, NHCOG  Chair, NECCOG 

cc:  CCM, COST, NHCOG and NECCOG State Legislative delegations
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